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he had been Viceroy previous to his coming to the Deccan,
Asaf Jah held or laid claim to a number of jaghirs and
fiefs, but here he already had come in contact with the
Mahrattas who had commenced to spread over Guzerat,
Malwa, and Nagpur, levying chouth wherever they could
and acquiring for themselves territorial possessions.
The Mahratta generals thus employed were the ancestors
of the afterwards great houses of Scindia, Holkar, Nag-
pur and Baroda, who eventually made themselves in-
dependent of the Peshwa at Poona, although they pro-
fessed to regard him as their overlord.

For the first few years after his accession, Asaf Jah was
engaged in reducing his dominions to a state of order.
It will be remembered from the previous volume that,
when Syed Hoossein was Viceroy of the Deccan in 1714-15;
he acknowledged the right of the Mahrattas to levy
chouth in some of his western districts. For the next
sixty or seventy years the Poona Mahrattas were con-
stantly striving to enlarge the sphere over which they
levied this oppressive tax and Asaf Jah was as constantly
employed in endeavouring to repel their aggression \Vith-
out coming to open war.

The following extract from Orme shows how the Mah-
rattas built up their claim to this tax. The matter is
of importance since a great deal of the history of the
next fifty years turns upon it, and no apology is therefore
necessary for introducing it here

" The country of the Mahrattas lies between
Bombay and Golconda ; its limits are not known
with any degree of certainty to Europeans, and
we are equally ignorant of the origin of the people.
It is now a century that they have made a figure
as the most enterprising soldiers of Hindustan,
and as the only nation of Indians which seems